MAKING AN A IN ACCOUNTING 302
I have always been perturbed that we have a lot of great students here in accounting at the U of R but very very very few of them make A’s in Intermediate Accounting II.  It’s a hard course but not that hard.  Normally, between 10-18 percent of the students make A’s which is, I think, way too low for the quality of our students.  More than anything else, what upsets me is that not enough of our students have the truly burning ambition to actually go for an A.  In truth, most are going for a B which is (I think) incredibly sad given all of the talent and brain-power in the room.  In life and love and accounting classes, you should always go all out for the A.  Even if you don’t make it, shooting to be great is always worth the effort.  

So, virtually every semester, I make a request of the students who make A’s (especially in Accounting 302).  Somehow, these were the students who were able to make it happen.  After the semester is over, I ask them to write a paragraph on how they did it – what did they do that got them an A in such a challenging class?  Their assignment is to “write a paragraph on the topic ‘How To Get An A in Accounting?’”  Here are some of the ones that I have received in the last year or so.  I chose these pretty much at random.  
Ask yourself:  What are these previous students telling you?  If you had to pick out a theme or two that runs through these, what would it be?  These folks were in your shoes a year or so ago and they hit the home run – they made an A in Intermediate Accounting II.  They were no smarter than you so what did they do?  I guarantee you what they say can form a road map for your getting an A.  
STUDENT ONE (FROM FALL 2006)
From the first day you need to believe that you are capable of getting an A. It doesn’t matter what your previous grades were, you are capable of getting an A if you put the hours into it. You should never ever miss one of Professor Hoyle’s classes. Your textbook for this class is your notes; your real textbook is only for reference. You need to come prepared to every class with answers written and problems attempted for every worksheet. You should try to write down every word that Professor Hoyle says and don’t depend on copying what he writes on the board (since you probably can’t read it). During the majority of the class your eyes should be on your paper, your hand should be writing, and you should be listening for your name to come up in the lecture to answer your question. You should strive for nothing less than having your name on the board. Even if you never make it, it should always be your goal. You should study the 10-15 hours for each test and start AT LEAST 5 days before. You cannot cram for these tests. Everyone will have about the same knowledge going into the test – your job is to show that you can apply that knowledge quickly and efficiently to any situation imaginable. It’s a hard class and it may seem overwhelming, but even if you don’t make an A, make sure that you give it everything you’ve got. Good luck!!  (Ever since that first day I saw the 301 syllabus about a year ago - it was my goal to type this paragraph !)

STUDENT TWO (FROM FALL 2006)
Intermediate Accounting II is probably the toughest class you will take at UR. Professor Hoyle has a reputation as being incredibly difficult, but also extremely helpful and very, very good at his job. Trust me when I say that he would like nothing better than to sit down at the end of the semester and give every single person an A in his class, but they truly have to have earned it. Having said that, you rarely see a professor clearly state what the students need to do in order to get an A, but Professor Hoyle does that. Before our final exam in 301, he went to the board and wrote HOURS=POINTS, and went on to say that it's not just the number of hours, but the quality of studying you do during those hours. That was probably the best piece of academic advice I have ever received.  You absolutely must take 30-45 minutes after each class to sit down and go over your notes. His classes tend to move fast, so I would take the time to actually rewrite my notes on a daily basis. Come test day, you would be surprised at how much you have already reviewed just by doing this. Also, the handouts he gives are not just for fun. You need to do these and make sure if there are any questions, to get them cleared up with him before the next class. Finally, and perhaps the best advice, do not stress about this class. As soon as you find yourself pulling your hair out in the library trying to cram for a Hoyle test, you're not in good shape. You know what needs to be done, so just go do it, and I guarantee Professor Hoyle will tell you any additional advice for success. Have a good semester, and good luck in 302 as well as your other classes.
STUDENT THREE (FROM FALL OF 2006)

I guess I had a really weird method but it worked for me. I would always start 10 days before a test and start making a copy of my notes. I would just copy them and would not think about them. It was simply a process of transferring words and numbers from one notebook to another. I would then read my notes and talk through the different rules with someone else. I would never rework any problem in class. I always preferred "creating" definitions in my head which I could apply regardless of the type of problem. For example, I would say: "If there is an extended warranty I have to calculate.....". I did work through the practice tests but I would leave them until a couple of days before the test. And the last piece of advice, know all the wrong ways of doing a problem as well as the GAAP (which is not necessarily) right way of doing a problem. In fact there is one more thing. Try to find connections between different topics (how are lease payables and bond payables similar). It improves your conceptual understanding which is the key to getting an A. Good luck!
STUDENT FOUR (FROM FALL OF 2006)
To get an A in the class, just stay on top of your work. By that I mean if you leave class and don't understand something, make sure you understand it by next class. I really don't think you need to have all the answers for the stuff you didn't cover yet for next class (though he may embarrass you during class), just as long as you are somewhat familiar with it and know what the heck is going on. But paying attention in class and not falling behind is a must. My other piece of advice is to remain calm, while paying close attention on the tests. The tests are challenging, but still very doable. Don't buy into all the hype that the tests are super hard, they are really not if you don't let them be. You can do awesome on the tests, its just the same stuff you learned in class.
STUDENT FIVE (FROM FALL OF 2006)

I think that my advice on how I earned an A in intermediate Accounting will sound resoundingly similar to others as well as extremely similar to what Professor Hoyle will tell you. I'd say there are about 5 things you need to do fairly well in order to earn yourself an A.

1. Attend class! The tests you will take come from material covered in class, not necessarily the book. This can actually save you time. If you go to class you don't have to spend hours trying to figure out what the book explains. When I would study for a test I would ONLY study my notes from class, not the book.
2. Prepare for class. Not only does going to class help you immensely but knowing what will be taught in class helps as well. Professor Hoyle calls on you pretty much at random so when you know what your talking about you can better understand what’s going on. The class moves at a quick pace so its important to be able to follow how the class proceeds. When you go over your notes sometimes they'll end up looking like gibberish so if you can remember how class went it helps you better understand your notes.
3. Rewrite your notes. I didn't think this would help at all but every time I didn't do this I didn't do very well on his test. It helps you remember what was specifically said in class and reduces the amount of time you need to decipher your notes when studying. I think this tip is extremely underestimated and many students over look doing this but I would suggest rewriting your notes a day or two after class and then if you have questions you can then go to Professor Hoyle while the topic is still fresh in your mind.
4. See Professor Hoyle for help! I was initially very intimidated by Professor Hoyle but seeing him in his office REALLY helps. Class again moves very quickly and if you don't understand something see him as soon as possible. If you wait until the day before the test there will be more you don't understand and he's very helpful and understanding.  It’s often clearer in his office than it is in class so if you feel overwhelmed pay him a visit.
5. Study at least 3-4 days in advance. I don't typically do this for other classes but it’s very helpful for Hoyle's tests. Once you start taking his tests you'll start to learn his test style. He never writes the same type of test but the overall questions are fairly similar. He won't ask always for a journal entry or what the expense number is. He'll ask for the second year change in net income or the difference in net income if you use two different methods. So while studying always ask yourself how this could be made into a test type question.

Sorry this was so long, it wasn't easy to earn an A. It took a lot of time and a lot of effort. But I don't think it was impossible. I got a C on my first Intermediate II and still worked hard enough to get an A, so you really can do it! Don't be intimidated and don't settle for a B!
STUDENT SIX (FROM FALL OF 2006)

You have to want it more than anything.  You must not only believe that an A is possible, you must plan for an A.  Very simply, planning involves doing every problem before every class even if you have no clue what you are doing.  Read the problem and honestly attempt it.  Do not simply read it and say "oh, I don't need to work this one because I understand the concept and will know how to do it in case Hoyle calls on me."  After class, rewrite your notes, reworking each problem to make sure you understand the concepts.  If you don't, see Hoyle and he will explain it. If Hoyle sends a practice problem, DO IT ASAP.  If you don't get it right, see Hoyle and DO IT AGAIN.  If at first you don't succeed, try again (and again and again and again and again and again, if need be).  Consistency is key—you must learn throughout the semester, not a few nights before a test.  Playing catch-up in 302 is not fun and will not lead to an A.  Before the tests, practice every problem (again) until you know it cold.  Once you can't practice any more problems, discuss the general concepts with a classmate. Doing this puts each problem into the big accounting picture and gives you a better understanding of how each concept relates to the next.  Most importantly, you must want the A, because if you don't
truly want it, you won't be motivated to do all the hard work required for
that level of performance.  Getting an A in 302 and knowing it was a product of my hard work was one of the most rewarding experiences of my college career.  Good luck!
STUDENT SEVEN
The best advice I have to anyone trying for an A is to go into class each day knowing what Professor Hoyle will be covering. I mean everyone is going to have a day or two when they just don't have time to work ahead, but seriously, at least know what material will be covered. Also, take good notes. I decided the best method for me was to do the worksheet the night before, leaving spaces between the problems, and then take a different color pen to class to write my class notes. When it comes to tests, start a few nights before. I went over the worksheets and redid any practice problems he sent. Once I had all of the mechanics down, one of my friends and I would sit down and just talk the concepts through. It gets to the point that you practice so much, that you just go through the mechanics and don't think about what you are actually doing. By talking it through and having to explain things to someone else, you reaffirm your own knowledge. Oh- and the one thing that seriously helped me the most, was to sit down with each concept and think about each and every way Professor Hoyle could change an aspect of the problem. You are rarely going to find a straightforward problem on one of his tests. So get in his head and figure out how you would change it, and you will be one step ahead of the game. Good luck!

STUDENT EIGHT
When I entered Professor Hoyle’s class on the first day of class, I did not think that getting an A was a possibility.  I am here to tell you that it can be done.  The key to Hoyle’s class is preparation!  Be prepared for class every day.  Even if you don’t do every problem thoroughly on the worksheet, at least read through the questions and have some idea about what is going to be discussed in class. When in class really pay attention to what is being said, don’t slouch in your seat worrying about when he is going to call on you. If he calls on you and you don’t know the answer, don’t worry, it’s not the end of the world, but also learn from your mistakes.  You’ll find that if you are prepared for class every day, studying for the test will be much easier.  I started studying for the tests several days in advance.  To study, I read through my notes and the worksheets, did the problems on the worksheets again, and practiced on the old tests.  My tip is don’t just read over the problems from class and think that you understand them, actually write them out again, and do as many practice problems as possible.  Good luck!

STUDENT NINE
Coming into Professor Hoyle's accounting class I was fairly intimidated and worried that I would not get an A in the course.  First of all, do not be scared, he is a great teacher who would love to give every student an A, so you do not have to worry about a bell curve distribution.  In regards to actually getting an A, you must be willing to prepare for class.  Preparation for class varies from student to student, it could be 30 minutes for one, while two hours for another.  Basically, just do whatever you have to do to be able to follow and participate in the discussion.   Being prepared for class will allow you to study more effectively for his exams.  Taking good notes is important and it can be difficult if you are lost during the discussion.  Finally, his tests will be totally different than any other test in the Business School.  Just know that when you sit down and look at the test you will be upset/confused over how he chose to write the test.  Nevertheless, buck up and work your way through it, fast!

STUDENT TEN
I think that there were several things that helped me to be successful in accounting 302.  The time spent in class is very important even more so than many other accounting classes I have taken.  Since Professor Hoyle does not follow the book exactly, the work done during class is what you will need to know for the exams.  It will be much easier for you if you pay close attention in class but do not worry about being called on and grilled by Professor Hoyle.  One of these things is that I often tried to do the homework with someone else in my class.  This was true for both the night before and after we went over a certain worksheet or concept.  Time spent in class moves quickly and you might not fully grasp everything the first time so it helps to work with someone else and fill in the blanks for each other.  For the tests I started studying a few days in advance so I did not have to rush through all the material.  Try not to memorize exact problems but rather general forms and the possible variations Professor Hoyle could put on a test.  He rarely does the same thing twice so straight memorization is not your best hope.  I’m not sure these methods will help everyone but good luck and enjoy the class.

STUDENT ELEVEN
Coming into Professor Hoyle's Accounting 302 class, I had heard how demanding and challenging the course was.  While this is certainly true, it is still very possible to get an "A".  You just need to make a commitment the first day of class that getting an A is your goal, and work towards that goal every single class period.  This class is different than many others, in that cramming the night before or even a few days before the tests WILL NOT WORK.  There is just too much information for this to work.  Furthermore, if you find yourself lost at the beginning of a new chapter, you'll probably be lost for at least a week or two.  With that said, the key to succeeding in this course is to spend enough time (usually an hour and a half) before each class mastering the information that is going to be covered.  Find out what Professor Hoyle is trying to get at with each question he asks on the worksheets, and really try to anticipate where he is going with certain questions.  This will save you a little embarrassment in class, and will also allow you to see how all of the pieces fit together.  Don't rely on class time to understand the information, you need to master it on your own and let the class time serve as a reinforcement.  If you keep up every day, and TAKE VERY DETAILED NOTES, studying for the tests will be quick and easy.  You don't necessarily have to be the smartest person to get the best grade, you just have to want it more than everyone else.

STUDENT TWELVE
I think there are three things to know about Hoyle’s class.  The first thing is to forget everything you have ever heard about the class and Mr. Hoyle.  Don’t listen to anyone’s stories about the class except the few paragraphs you are reading on this handout.  Don’t be intimidated of the class or professor on day one; that gets you nowhere.  The second bit of advice I would give you is to always at least know what is going to be going on in class.  I know that sometimes the worksheets are not #1 on the priority list, and that is okay.  Just make sure you go into class daily knowing something about the topics that will be covered so you do not get completely lost during the 50 minutes.  More than likely, even if you haven’t done the worksheet, you will be able to figure out the material as long as you pay attention.  Even if you don’t get it the first time, as long as you know enough to take good notes you can get together with someone else later and figure out everything.  Getting together with people to study would be the third aspect.  I rarely did any of my studying by myself.  I think that it helps the cause a lot to have someone else there when you are studying.  Then you can ask that person questions you need answered.  Answering questions for other people is a great way to make sure you know the material as well.  When you are studying for tests, I would recommend making sure you can do the old tests that he gives you.  They cover the topics that Hoyle thinks are important from last year.  Accounting hasn’t changed that much since last year, so the topics on old tests will still be the most important.  While you are in this class, remember something Don Shula said and you will be fine, “Success isn’t forever and failure isn’t fatal.”

STUDENT THIRTEEN
While you may hear from many that achieving an A is an impossible task, it is really quite attainable.  The simplest of advice is all that is required:  DO THE WORKSHEETS.  I did the worksheets before every class, they aren't hard and they aren't time consuming.  Doing the worksheets gets the topic fresh in your mind so that when you discuss the topic I class you at least understand the terminology.  Doing the worksheets also affords you another advantage, you don't have to study 12 hours for the test.  Because you do the worksheets in the period before the test, you generally need a simple refresher.  Finally, DON'T miss class.  You can't get notes from others because frankly, someone else's chicken scratch of Prof. Hoyle's chicken scratch is going to be impossible to understand.  Best of luck, this will truly be the best and most enjoyable class you take while at the University of Richmond.

STUDENT FOURTEEN
Well, one of the main things to remember is that THIS is your most important class, regardless of how many other classes you have.  I had 18 credits and worked four or five days a week, and still had a life.  So, it's not that this class is sooooo time consuming, just use your time wisely.  ALWAYS do every single assignment!!!  Do NOT get backed up, you won't be able to learn it in time.  I am a person that learns from my mistakes, so messing up and doing poorly on the assignments actually helped me.  Who cares if you say the wrong answer in class as long as you know the right one when you leave?!?!  As for the tests...  I never ONCE wasted my time with practice problems in the book.  Nothing in the book will prepare you as well as the in-class problems.  Make sure to take extremely good notes.  Everything Hoyle says, is said for a reason, so write it down!  Also, when studying, do the problems over and over and over again until you can do them with your eyes closed.  During the tests, you do not need to be thinking about the mechanics of the problems because that is not the hard part.  You need to be thinking about how to stretch what you've learned into something you've never thought about.  That's pretty much it.  Work hard, and stay focused... and most of all do NOT be scared of Prof. Hoyle!!!  GOOD LUCK!

STUDENT FIFTEEN
The easiest way to get an A in Accounting 302 is to put in the time.  Immediately after class, spend fifteen minutes reviewing what Professor Hoyle taught. Do not just review the problems, but actually change them.  Believe me; the problems on the test are always slightly different from the problems discussed in class. Then that night, answer the questions on the handout. Some questions can easily be found in the book, other questions are a lot more difficult and require a lot of critical thinking.  If you cannot answer a question just skip it and come back to it the next day. While reading through the handout, always ask yourself, “where is

Professor Hoyle going with this question?” The answer will typically lead you to the answers on the handout. Finally right before class, spend another fifteen minutes looking over past and current handouts. This will get you warmed up for class and ready to absorb the vast amounts of information. One last thing, when studying for a test be prepared for anything. Do not worry about the format of the test, because as you will soon find out each test is very different. Instead, concentrate on the material. If it was mentioned in class, then it has a chance of being on the test. Just study everything forwards and backwards and you will be fine. Good luck!
STUDENT SIXTEEN
To get an A in Hoyle's 302 class, you need to keep up to date and come prepared to almost every class. If you have a rough night or take a day off, just make sure you are prepared for the next class. I usually did the daily sheet the night before every class and used the book as an aid to help me figure how to do the problems on the daily sheets. As for the tests, I mainly focused on reworking the handouts and going over my notes. I fell back on the book if I needed clarification. Don't leave studying for the tests to the last minute, I usually started 2 or 3 days before the exam, usually putting in a total of about 8 hours of studying for each one, but the amount you study varies for each person. Before the test, you should know how to do every problem on the handouts that you covered before the test, and if you do this, you should feel confident going into the test.  Don't leave studying for the last minute or the night before, try relaxing a little the night before. The decision to get an A is yours, it will take a lot of work each and every day, but it is possible. Just be prepared for class discussions, probably spend at least an hour before each class getting prepared. Also feel free to go see Hoyle if you ever have any problems, he was very helpful the few times I went to see him, even if you have concerns outside of his class.

STUDENT SEVENTEEN
One of the things I learned throughout the semester with Professor Hoyle is that you can never give up and accept that a B is good enough, you need to always maintain the attitude that you want an A and that you can get an A.  Obviously getting an A involves a lot of work, and you really do need to make 302 your top priority.  One of the things that I found to be most beneficial is taking really, really good notes, come to class with the handout prepared and then take notes on everything that is covered in a different colored pen so that you can see what you had right before class and what you did not understand.  When it comes time for a test realize that you have to dedicate a lot of time to studying, I studied at least 20 hours for all of the tests and you need to start studying at least three days in advance so you thoroughly understand everything.  One of the best things I found when studying is to do it with your friends from class, then you can discuss things that you don’t understand and talk over the material which is a big help.  Finally Professor Hoyle is always there to help you, so go to him when you don’t understand something, he is always more than willing to help any of his students.  Remember to have fun and enjoy this class because you are never going to learn this much in any other class you take at Richmond.

STUDENT EIGHTEEN
I found that the main key to doing well in Acct. 302 is to keep up with all of the concepts and problems on a daily basis.  I tried to complete each assignment the evening that it was given to us so that if I had any questions about any of the problems, I could try to work them through with some other people or stop by Prof. Hoyle’s office for some help by the next class time.  After each class, I would definitely study any of the concepts that I didn’t catch on to during the class period and go in for some extra clarification if the concepts were still cloudy to me.  As for tests, I would start to look back over the material about 3-4 days before the test, reworking all of the problems/questions on each worksheet. I focused mainly on the daily assignments and the notes I took during class, instead of the textbook.  I used the book to clarify some of the concepts that I had a hard time grasping if it was necessary.   I would copy over any of the notes that weren’t perfectly clear to me and make a list of all of the problems that I needed some extra clarification on.  I think the key is to always ask for help when you need it.  I was so much more comfortable with all of the information when I had the more confusing areas explained to me more than once.   

STUDENT NINETEEN
Go for extra help as much as you need it and every time a question arises; don't wait and ask them all before a test.  Learn the material in each chapter before class discussion of the chapter is over so that it is not hard to study before a test and you already know the material so studying for the test is just a review.  Make sure that you can do all the class handouts and extra problems that you get.  Use a different color ink for you own notes than you use for class notes so you can tell what is correct from what information you made up yourself.  Don’t study a ton the day before the test, make sure you can do it all a day ahead of time so that if you have questions you can ask them, just review the day before the test.

STUDENT TWENTY
Hummm how to get an A in 302.  It takes working hard to get the concepts, and knowing how to do it. When I did daily sheet and didn't get a single answer right the first time, I sat down and did the sheet again. Practice makes permanent. My rule that I learned somewhere, (I think from wind ensemble in high school) is that if you can do it three times correctly from memory then you've got it. Honestly I did those daily sheets and any problems that Professor Hoyle made up in class over and over again. I learn best when I can see how a problem would work in real life. All I can say is that to get an A in this class you have to work hard. You might not be prepared everyday, but if you're not prepared on Monday, you should be doubly prepared for Wednesday's class. The key is preparation. Good luck guys.

STUDENT TWENTY-ONE
In order to make an A in Hoyle's class, it's important, first of all, to keep up.  Do the handouts before he goes over them in class, and read the chapter as well.  Even if you didn't get the right answer when you did it on your own, you'll hopefully be able to understand where you went wrong since you have already done the problem.  Also, another thing that really helped me keep up was to type up the handouts, with the correct answers, after class.  That way, when I got to the night before the test, I didn't have to learn anything for the first time, I just had to review material I previously had learned.  Also, don't let him intimidate you!!  Don't be afraid to ask questions in class if you don't understand something.  Don't assume you'll figure it out on your own later-- he's the teacher-- he's there to help.  One other thing that may help you to get an A in Hoyle's class-- it helped me, is, once you've studied the material and understand everything (To study for the tests, I typically redid the handouts), is to discuss the concepts and theories with your classmates as you prepare for the tests.

STUDENT TWENTY-TWO
I think one of the most important aspects to getting an A in Intermediate Accounting is believing you can get an A.  If you go in with a defeatist attitude and don’t think you can get an A, you won’t.  Keep in mind this is a class that you are going to have to devote a lot of time and effort to.  It isn’t easy and you really have to do all the reading and do all of the handouts before class.  You get a lot more out of this class by coming prepared, and do make sure that you come to every class.  Missing out on the class discussion is a big loss.  In order to earn your A you need to put a lot of time and effort into studying.  I would say that each test requires at least 15 hours of studying and that you should start studying at least 3 or 4 days in advance of the test.  Leave it until the night before the test and you are guaranteed not to do well.  Before a test rereading the text is important, but the most essential item it to go over all the handouts and class notes, make sure you keep good notes.  Keep in mind that everything Professor Hoyle covers in class is stuff that he considers important, and thus stuff likely to appear on the tests.  Make sure that you understand everything, talking to classmates is important and seeking Professor Hoyle’s help is essential.  He is always willing to go over topics with you until you understand them.  Make the most of this class, because if you do you will be surprised by how much you will learn.  Good luck!

THESE FOLKS DID IT THE RIGHT WAY AND THEY MADE AN A – IF YOU WANT AN A, YOU NEED TO DO IT THE RIGHT WAY ALSO, AND DO IT THE RIGHT WAY FROM DAY ONE.  
